
To the people of the Cities of

Iron and Kingsford

November,2015. The first step in the biggest money grab in Dickinson County
history was taken. It was call the "Articles of Incorporation of Iron Mountain and
Kingsford Joint Sewage Authority.

Let me lay the groundwork for such a profound proclamation. Dickinson
County has a population of 26, 168. Combined, Iron Mountain and Kingsford have
a population of 12,757. Almost half of the population of Dickinson County for
sure uses the Joint Sewage Authority--not even including Industries like Grede
Foundry or the Iron Mountain Industrial Park.

For over 60 years, the cities have had oversight on pay, pensions, and
capital improvements which directly affect water bill rates now that the Joint
Sewage Board Authority was formed in November of 20 15.

Four board members can raise your water bill rates just by spending more
money on raises, pension spiking, medical benefits, signing bonuses, or just
borrowing money, and sending the bill or budget to the Constituent
Municipalities, that being Iron Mountain and Kingsford tax payers to be paid up
by higher rates. Included are the Articles of Incorporation. See page 5, Article X.
finances, paragraph 3, highlighted words, "necessary funds required."

This is an example of the pension cartels' control of local and state
governments at the expenses of people who will not get pensions.

Thank you for listening,
CVC of Dickinson County



that Ms. Emma DeGan of CUPPAD recently met with the Citizens Advisory Committee to discuss updates
to the c!ty's recreat~on plan. A survey will be sent out with the tax bills and placed on the city's web page
requesting citizens Input regarding the City of Kingsford's recreatfon facilities; explained that the coundl
has traditionally approved a $20.00 gift certIficate to be given to each regular employee at Christmas
time to spend toward the purchase of a ham or turkey at one of our local grocery stores.

A motion was made by Councllmember Baldlnelll and supported by Council member Groeneveld to provide
the annual $20 gift certificate for either hams or turkeys.
ALL AYES. NO NAYS. MOTION CARRIED.

Continuing under the managers report, City Manager Edlebeck reminded the council that the December
Board of Review Meeting Is scheduled for December 15th at 3:45 p.m, CST In the council chambers. A
quorum Is needed for that meeting; also remInded the council that the city hall and public works facility
will be dosed on Thursday and Friday, November 26th and 27th In observance of the Thanksgiving
Holiday. Garbage collectlon for Thursday, November 26th will be collected on Wednesday, November
25th• This will be published in The Daily News and posted on the city's website.

A motion was made by COunclimember Baldlnelli and supported by COunclimember Flamlnlo to receive
and place on file the manager's report for November 16, 2015.
ALL AYES. NO NAYS. MOTION CARRIED.

Under old business, the only Item Is the Iron Mountain-Kingsford Sewer Authority Articles of
Incorporation. City Manager Edlebeck explained to the council that he included another copy of the
articles of Incorporation that were provided to the council members at the last meeting. Also, he asked
Attorney Steve Mann from Miller, canfield, Paddock and Stone to provide an opInion on rate setting. Mr.
Mann did provIde an email which City Manager Edlebeck In turn provided to the council members which
addresses the rate setting. He then read the last paragraph of Mr. Mann's email. "Oearly the purpose of
the artldes Is to set forth terms dealing with the organizational and goyernmental structure of the
authority. Provisions regarding rate setting and rate structures are not an organizational matter and,
therefore, not an appropriate provtslon for the artIcles. In addition, such topics are premature at this
stage of the authority's Incorporation. After incorporation of the authority, the authority and the cities
can work together towards a mutually acceptable rate structure and terms. Once the rate structure and
terms are determined, implementation will be by adoption of rate ordinances and resolution - not through
the articles of Incorporation. Act 94, Public Acts of Michigan 1933, as amended, the act that generally
governs the establishment and setting of utility rates and charges, requires that such rate structures and
amounts are set by ordInance. For these reasons, the artIcles of Incorporation should not Include rate
provisions." He explained that the rate structures are already set. The dty councils of both Iron
Mountain and Kingsford would be In charge of rate setting (as they are currently). City Manager
Edlebeck provided a copy of both Public Act 94 of 1933 and Public Act 233 of 1955 to the council
members.

A dIscussion took place.

Councilmember Smeester asked if the council was going to pass an ordinance at the next meeting stating
the rates cannot be increased. City Manager Edlebeck Informed him that the rate structures for each city
are already set by ordInance and subsequent resolution. If there would be a recommendation for a rate
change In the future, then each city would have to discuss whether or not to Increase rates.
COuncllmember Smeester stated that he doesn't understand why there's such a barrier to Indudlng the
rate structure In the Articles of Incorporation. He feels that it would be easier to locate in the Artldes
rather than searching through the many ordinances that are on the books. He also stated, "For 60 years,
It's been a joint board. What's the rush now?" City Manager Edlebeck stated that the 58 year old plant
needs repairs and upgrades. The current Board cannot borrow money, so each city would be required to
borrow the money, establish a shared percentage for each city and duplicate the required notices and
filings. It has been recommended by Attorney Steve Mann of Miller, canfield, Paddock and Stone that
the Iron Mountain-Kingsford JoInt Sewage Board re-organize as an Authority under PA 233 of 1955. The
Authority would them be able to borrow the funds to complete the Improvements and pay for them using
the $125,000 per year capital improvement funds being generated by the current rates to pay back the
loan over time.

A motion was made by Councllmember Baldinelli and supported by Councllmember Flaminlo to approve
the Articles of Incorporation for the Iron Mountain Kingsford Joint Sewage Authority.

Roll Call: Ayes: Councilmember Flamlnlo, Groeneveld, Dixon-Miller and Saldlnell!
<Nays: COuncilmember Smeester ~
Absent: None
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councllmember Baldlnelil and supported by Councilmember Dixon-Miller to adopt
the ResolutIon Approving IncorporatIon of the Iron Mountain-Kingsford Joint Sewage Authority-
Resolution No. 2015.11.16.2.
FOUR AYES. ONE NAY. MOTION CARRIED.
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